565 County Street, New Bedford, MA 02740
Parish Office/Rectory Address: 110 Summer Street,
New Bedford, MA 02740
Tel: 508-992-4251 or 508-992-4505
Fax: 508-984-4136
Office Hours M-F 9:00AM-1:00 PM
E-Mail: stloffice@saintlawrencemartyr.com
Website: www.saintlawrencemartyr.com
Rev. Robert Powell, Pastor
Maurice Ouellette, Deacon
Melissa Kucharski, Administrative Assistant
Frances Gorman, Music Director 508-336-4367
St.VDP Society-Joe Langlois-President 508-996-3850

WEEKEND
LITURGIES

WEEKDAY
LITURGIES
Monday - Wednesday

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM
Sunday: 8:00 & 11:00 AM

Friday-Saturday
7:00 AM
In Chapel

RECONCILIATION
Saturdays: 3:15-3:45

Readings for the Week of April 1, 2018
Sun– Acts 10:34a, 37-43 Col 3:1-4 or Cor 5:6b8:1-9 or Mk 16:1-7 Or Lk 24:13-35
Mon– Acts 2:14,22-33 Mt 28:8-15
Tues– Acts 2:36-41 Jn 20:11-18
Weds– Acts 3:1-10 Lk 24:13-35
Fri– Acts 4:1-12 Jn 21:1-14
Sat– Acts 4:13-21 Mk 16:9-15
Sun– Acts 4:32-35 1 Jn 5:1-6 Jn 20:19-31
Novena in Honor of St. Theresa every Tuesday at
6:50 AM
Adoration on Fridays in the chapel from 7:30 AM11:45 AM Ending with a simple
benediction

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
March 31, 2018(Sat 4 Pm thru Sat at 4 PM )
SAT 7:30 PM John J. Fernandes & Leopldina Rodrigues
SUN 8 AM & SUN 11 AM
Living & Deceased Parishioners of
St. Lawrence Martyr Church
MON 10 AM Edward & Mary Lopes
TUES 7 AM
Nicholas Farinola– Anniversary Mass
WED 7 AM
Open Intention
FRI 7 AM
Open Intention
SAT 7AM
Alfred & Benjamin Lopes (D)
SAT 4 PM
Marie Zager—Anniversary Mass
2nd Collection will Be for:
Retired Priests
1st Collection: $2,978.00
Building Repairs: $1,298.00

Monthly Candles: $462.00 Stipends: $310.00

Handicapped Accessible
Kindly refrain from Cell
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ST. LAWRENCE PARISH NEWS AND
THINGS OF INTEREST
Faith Formation and
Religious Education
Teresa Ouellette- Director- touellette@hfhn.org
Carol Larkin—Secretary– clarkin@hfhn.org

April 1– Easter Sunday– No Class -Please Participate in Easter Liturgy
April 7 1st Communion Prayer Day 8:45 AM school
April 8– Class K-Con 2
Save The Dates
Confirmation Saturday May 5th and First
Communion Sunday May 6th

St. LAWRENCE FOOD PANTRY NEWS
Our Food Pantry would like to thank you for your continued support.
We are looking for 2 dependable men to help with our deliveries only
twice a month, on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month from 10:30
a.m. until noon. Also, 1 or 2 people to help on 2 Thursdays per month
from 5 to 6 p.m.to help pack the bags of food. Please call Kathy or
George Boucher at 508 997-3019 for more information.

Eucharist Ministers Needed
Do you feel God Calling you to do something more for Him? One way
to help in His Vineyards would be to Volunteer as an Extraordinary
Minister of the Eucharist at Sacred Heart Home in new Bedford. We
currently need assistance on Sunday, Monday, Friday and Saturday
mornings. This commitment would take less than an hour of time. If
you feel called to help in this important ministry , please contact
Pauline C. gates, OCDS, Director of Pastoral Care at Sacred heart
home 359 summer street New Bedford, MA -508-336-6751 ext. 124 .
Thank your prayerfully for considering this ministry

Listening Sessions with Bishop da Cunha
Tel: 508-993-3547 Fax: 508-993-8277
Principal: Cecilia M. Felix Email: cfelix@hfhn.org
V principal: Beth Mahoney Email: bmahoney@hfhn.org

Thank you to the Laurel Tree
Players, Sponsors, Volunteers,
Supporters for yet another
Successful Production this past
weekend!
French Meat Pie orders
Order Forms are available in the church.
$15.00 each. Orders must be received by
April 4th and will be available for pickup
during our Penny Sale on April 7th

Come and share your hopes and dreams for our Church. Bishop da
Cunha is hosting a series of sessions at different parish locations as
part of the strategic planning process here in the Fall River
Diocese .April 5th at Christ the King in Mashpee , April 12th at St.
Mary's Cathedral, Fall River, April 18th at St. Joan of Arc, Orleans,
April 20th at St. Julie’s Billiart, Dartmouth. And April 23rd Our Lady of
Victory in Centerville. All Sessions will take place from 6:30-8 Pm with
the exception of the one in Centerville which will be at 7 PM

Parish Vocation Committee Members
Members of Parish Vocation Committees will gather on Sunday
April 22, 2018 at St. Mary's Cathedral in Fall river from 11 Am
to 4 Pm New members who have received preliminary
orientation on the subject of vocation promotions will be
commissioned at the Holy hour to be held at 3 PM by Bishop da
Cunha. The Day will include spiritual and practical sharing on
the up coming Synod of Bishops on the theme of young people.
There will be a Q&A on the advancement of vocation promotion
at the Parish and for camaraderie over a light lunch. The day
will close with a holy hour which new members who have
attended the two initial orientation sessions will be
commissioned by Bishop da Cunha. RSVP by April 13 to
Sr.Paulina@dioc-fr.org , by fax 508-679-9220 or phone 508-675
-1311 ext. 6533

Please Remember In Your Prayers the following :

Mary-Lyn Riding Peter McCoy, L.A. Moniz, Mr.& Mrs. Gerald Riding,
John Murphy, Mr. & Mrs. Richard Riley, Dorothy “Dot” Curry, Jeanne Pichette, Betty Tomko,
Mr.& Mrs. Tom Wholley, Maria Ferreira, Augusta Fernandes, Steven Dacunha, Maureen Stewart,
Corrine Lebeau, Nativa Hoyle, Peter Debarros, Kathy Amaral, Tom Welch, Nick LaRoca, Cliff Soucy, Joel Rivera

When we celebrate Easter, we go through a renewal in
our lives, just as nature does. So, when you see the signs
Mother Nature and Easter Joy
of new life this spring, when you feel the warmth of the
sun, when you see flowers blossoming and leaves growWhen autumn arrives every year, we feel in the air and ing on trees, remember that God is inviting us to renew
see all around us the changes taking place in nature.
our lives as well. He is inviting us to leave behind the old
There is a festival of changing colors. Deep green
self and fill ourselves with new hope. He wants us to
turns into yellow, red, brown, and a few other shades
share in Christ’s Resurrection, but in order to share this
in between. Then the leaves begin to fall and the trees glory, we need to let go, to let what is sinful and evil in
lose their beauty. By late December, they are apparus die so that we can live a new life with Him forever.
ently lifeless. If we wonder why they lose their leaves, Christ is our light, and with His grace we can pass from
it is nature’s way of protecting itself. The leaves fall to darkness to light, from sin to grace, from death to life.
keep branches from breaking with the heavy snows of
winter and also to protect roots from freezing.
“He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there shall
be no more death or mourning, wailing or pain, [for] the
By now, we’ve gone through the short days and long
old order has passed away. Behold, I make all things
nights of winter, but in the last few weeks we’ve seen new” (Rev 21:4,5).
our days getting longer and nights getting shorter. A
few days ago, we celebrated the arrival of spring.
Indeed, even in the midst of what seems to be death and
Now, with spring here, we see new signs of life all
doom, darkness and ashes, life is just under the surface
around us. The grass will soon be turning green again; waiting to bloom, to blossom, to grow and bear fruit.
trees will soon be full of leaves; flowers will embellish
Jesus let go of His Godliness, emptied Himself, went
our homes, lawns, sidewalks and parks everywhere.
through His darkness, suffering and dying, but God
We know that the cold and darkness of winter is beraised Him and brought Him back to life. If we hold to
hind us.
our faith and hope, God, our loving Father, will bring us
“How varied are Your works, LORD! In wisdom You
also to a new life. “May the Lord Who rose victoriously
have made them all; the earth is full of Your creatures. from death, renew our faith and hope and fill us with joy
and peace this Easter.
Send forth Your Spirit, they are created and You renew the face of the earth” (Ps 104:24,30). “Let them
praise the name of the Lord, for He commanded and
they were created” (Ps 148:5).
Sincerely Yours in Christ,

Bishop da Cunha’s Easter Message

Most Reverend Edgar M. da Cunha, S.D.V.
We need to learn a lesson from nature: “This contemplation of creation allows us to discover in each thing
a teaching which God wishes to hand onto us, since
for the believer; to contemplate creation is to hear a
message, to listen to a paradoxical and silent
voice” (St. John Paul II, Catechesis).
Like nature preparing for the winter, we too, begin our
Lenten season with the process of dying. We received
ashes on Ash Wednesday as a sign of
our own willingness to let go as we journey
toward Easter. We move from the ashes of penance
and dying, from the ashes of sin and selfishness, to the
glory of new life and hope at Easter.

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
Enlivened by the Holy Spirit and with appreciation for
God’s gifts of time, talent, and treasure,
we, the people of St. Lawrence, Martyr Parish, dedicate
ourselves to bring the gospel message
of Jesus Christ to the world through worship, education,
and service. We give witness to our faith by reaching out
to those in need

