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WEEKEND
LITURGIES

WEEKDAY
LITURGIES
Tuesday & Friday

Saturday Vigil: 5:30 PM
Sunday:11:30 AM

7:00 AM

Readings for the Week of August 26, 2018
Sun– Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b Eph 5:21-32 or 5,
2a, 25-32 Jn 6:60-69
Tues– 2 Thes 1:1-5, 11-12 Mt 23:13-22
Fri–1 Cor 1:17-25 Mt 25:1-13

RECONCILIATION
Saturdays: 5:00 Pm

Sat– 1 Cor 1:26-31 Mt 25:14-30
Next Sun- Dt 4:1-2, 6-8 Jas 1:17-18, 21b-22,27
Mk7:1-8, 14-15,21-23
Novena in Honor of St. Theresa every Tuesday
at 6:50 AM
Adoration on Fridays in the chapel from 7:30
AM-11:45 AM Ending with a simple
benediction

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
August 25, 2018-September 1, 2018
(Saturday 5:30pm– Saturday 5:30pm)
SAT 5:30 PM
Jeanette Lavoie (D)
SUN 11:30 AM Cecilia Felix– Healing Intention
TUES 7 AM
Open Intention
FRI 7 AM
Edward & Mary Lopes 9D)
FRI 9 AM
Opening School Mass
Blessing for the New year HFHN Students
SAT 5:30 Pm
Open Intention

2nd Collection will Be for:
Building Repairs

Please Read the Letter from Pope Francis
which was issued on August 20th. Copies
are in the church. There is also a link on
our website under the news section to view
the letter on line

1st Collection: $2,243.00
Building repairs- $948.00
Assumption of Mary- $393.00
Handicapped Accessible
Kindly refrain from Cell
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ST. LAWRENCE PARISH NEWS AND
THINGS OF INTEREST
Faith Formation and
Religious Education
Teresa Ouellette- Director- touellette@hfhn.org
Carol Larkin—Secretary– clarkin@hfhn.org

Welcome Back!
New and Old Registrations
accepted Sun Sept 9th 10-11:15 AM-Outside
of Church weather permittingOpening Parents' Meeting Sun, Sept 16th @
9:30AM Late Registration hospitality Meeting
begins at 10AM -Scratch Ticket Raffle
Drawing
First Class
Sept 23rd Hospitality 9:30AM Classes begin
at 10AM
Class Sept 30 followed by our first Family
Mass with Blessing of our Teachers 11:30
AM

Do you feel God calling you to do something more for Him?
One way you can help in His Vineyard would be to volunteer
as an Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist at Sacred
heart Home in New Bedford. We currently need assistance on
Sunday, Monday, and Friday Mornings. This commitment
would take less than 1 hour of your time. If you feel called to
help in this important ministry, please contact Pauline C.
Gates, OCDS, Director of Pastoral Care , Sacred Heart
Home, 359 Summer St. New Bedford, MA 508-996-6751, ext.
124. Thank you for prayerfully considering this
ministry

DFR Safe Environment training
In anticipation of next year’s audit, attached please find a letter
from the Very Reverend Gregory A. Mathias, Vicar General of
the Diocese. As you will note in Fr. Mathias’ letter, all active
priests and deacons are asked to complete Safe Environment
training by logging on to https://
fallriver.cmgconnect.org/.Completion of the training is
expected by December 1, 2018.
Instructions /Guideline sheets are available in the church

Safety Concerns at St. Lawrence

Tel: 508-993-3547 Fax: 508-993-8277
V. Principal– Marianne McGlynn-mmcglynn@hfhn.org
Admissions Dir– Linda Boswell– lboswell@hfhn.org

News from HFHN
*Monday August 27 Opening Parent Meeting
6:30 Pm—in Auditorium
*Tuesday August 28– First day of School Grades
1-8–
* Friday August 31st School Mass–
St. Lawrence 9 Am
* Monday September 3rdHappy Labor Day—No
School—
* School Re-opens Tuesday September 4th– All
Grades including P3 , P4 and Kindergarten
*Saturday September 15—Sunday
September 15-16– Wizard of OZ

In order to secure a safe environment around the Church,
School and Neighborhood, we would like to kindly ask that you
report to the police any loitering or suspicious activity that you
might see Let’s all be attentive to protect each other and secure
a safe neighborhood. Loitering and gatherings that are not
associated with the school or church events could become
problematic. Thank you for your assistance

30 week Club Captains & Members
Banquet packets have been distributed to captains. If you haven’t
received your packet you can pick it up at the back of the Church. Make
sure you pick them up. We will need a count by September 30th—
Remember The banquet will be held on October 7, 2018 at the Century
House . Doors open at 12 Noon, Lunch at 1 PM. There will again be great
raffles and of course the grand prize drawings– $500, $750 and $1,000
Worldwide Marriage Encounter
What is in your heart? Share the fullness of your heart with your
spouse by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. The
next Weekends are Sep 15-16, 2018 in Medway, MA and Dec 7-9,
2018 in Duxbury, MA. For more information, call Stephen & Michelle
O'Leary at 800-710-9963 or visit them at https://wwmema.org/.

Please Remember In Your Prayers the following :

Katherine Sullivan ,Cecilia Felix, Joey Kowal, Mary-Lyn Riding Peter McCoy, John Murphy,
Mr.& Mrs. Richard Riley, Dorothy “Dot” Curry, Jeanne Pichette, Paul Langlois
Mr.& Mrs. Tom Wholley, Maria Ferreira, Augusta Fernandes, Steven Dacunha, Maureen Stewart,
Nativa Hoyle, Peter Debarros, Kathy Amaral, Nick LaRoca, Cliff Soucy, Joel Rivera

Reflections from Father Oliveira
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time –Year B

Preparing for celebrating God's love on Sunday, I
can focus on the readings for and ask to be more
humble in my life. Who is “the poor, the crippled,
the lame” person who needs to be invited more
Like physical exercises which build strength and stamdeeply into my life?
ina, these exercises for finding intimacy with God in
our everyday lives involve practice. Nobody ever got
Help me Lord to hear your word to me, even
good at soccer or baseball, running or dancing without
when it challenges me.
careful practice that becomes a habit, a way of life.
Open my heart and guide me to use my talents
And, no one even attempts such a regimen without
to serve you.
great desire. The same is true with having a better
Teach me to be generous, Lord.
relationship with our Lord. It takes great desire to sustain a routine of reflection and affective, intimate
conversation. Such prayerful focus and connectedness
takes discipline, but it quickly becomes
natural. And, the rewards are phenomenal.
We can practice this week by asking ourselves some
deep questions in the background of our life each day.
Beginning each day by briefly expressing a desire to
be more self-aware and transparent with our Lord, we
can ask ourselves some probing questions.

Please Read the Letter from Our
Bishop on the Back cover. We have
also uploaded it to the News section
on our website
www.saintlawrencemartyr.com

In what ways am I a hypocrite? How do I use a double
standard - harsher on others than I am on myself? How
do I like to appear as a religious person, but actually
lack mercy and deeds of charity? Am I a good steward
of the gifts with which God has entrusted me?
As I grow in the ability to reflect throughout the day, I
might try to recognize my inner spirit, my attitudes,
the ways I respond. It is a way of staying alert and
places me with my Lord in conversation, in the
background as I make decisions, as I experience my
reactions to events and people.
Sometimes, I might just be saying “Thank you, Lord,”
expressing gratitude for what I've been given. At other
times, that will quickly turn to a reflection on how I
will be a good steward of those gifts. Hearing the
readings this week, I might want to monitor how my
fears or my laziness might prevent me from being bold
about using the gifts the Lord has given me to build up
the Kingdom in my world

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
Enlivened by the Holy Spirit and with appreciation for
God’s gifts of time, talent, and treasure,
we, the people of St. Lawrence, Martyr Parish, dedicate
ourselves to bring the gospel message
of Jesus Christ to the world through worship, education,
and service. We give witness to our faith by reaching out to

August 21, 2018
Dear Friends in Christ,
Early this week, Pope Francis issued a “Letter to the People of God” in which he acknowledged “the
suffering endured by many minors due to sexual abuse, the abuse of power and the abuse of conscience
perpetrated by a significant number of clerics and consecrated persons.”
I am grateful for the Pope’s impassioned response at this time. As you know, this very painful issue has
once again come to the forefront of our Church, and all of us are shaken by it.
Revelations about now former Cardinal Theodore McCarrick and his subsequent removal from public
ministry and the report of the Pennsylvania Grand Jury profoundly sadden and disturb me.
I know that many of you feel the same way. I realize the anguish this has brought to our faithful parishioners in the Diocese. Understandably, you are upset, disillusioned and even angry.
As Bishop of Fall River, I want to reiterate my firm, unequivocal commitment to doing all in my ability
to ensure that a culture of safe environment permeates all ministries and programs offered by this Diocese especially those that serve our children and young people.
In the spring, we established a separate, stand-alone Office of Safe Environment to oversee our child
protection protocols and programs and hired two former law enforcement officials to oversee them.
These changes, and others made thus far to our abuse prevention training program and CORI procedures, have strengthened our efforts in these areas. A predominantly lay Review Board, in place to
serve as an advisory body in matters of sexual misconduct, has already begun a review of our policies on
abuse prevention and response to ensure their optimum effectiveness. To access these policies and procedures and all related documents, please visit the diocesan website at http://www.fallriverdiocese.org/
and click on the Safe Environment tab at the top of the homepage.
Pope Francis writes in his letter of the urgency to reaffirm the Church’s commitment to ensure the protection of minor and vulnerable adults, “…no effort must be spared to create a culture able to prevent
such situations from happening, but also to prevent the possibility of their being covered up and perpetuated.” You have my promise that I will do all that I am able to uphold this commitment here in the Fall
River Diocese.
With regard to the wider Church, I was pleased to learn last week that the president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops has announced a series of steps designed to implement stronger protections
against predators in the Church and anyone who would conceal them, protections that will hold bishops
to the highest standards of transparency and accountability. Know that I firmly support such steps.
In closing, let me assure you of my prayers at this difficult time. At the same time, I ask that you please
join your prayers with mine for the eradication of all forms of sexual abuse and especially for those who
have been victims of abuse in our Church, that they may find healing and comfort and the necessary
strength for rebuilding their lives.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Most Reverend Edgar M. da Cunha, S.D.V.,
D.D.

