
 

 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
December 20, 2014-December 27, 2014 

(Sat at 4 pm thru Sat at 7am) 
SAT 4PM        Phyllis L. Livingston (D) 
SUN   8 AM     Amelia Bassett (D) 
SUN  11 Am   Norbina Costa (D) 
MON7 AM      Joseph Guilbeault (D) 
TUES  7 AM    James E. Corbett (D) 
WED  7 AM     Open Intention 

WED 4 PM      Humberto Fernandes (D) 
THURS 8AM   Christmas 
THURS 11AM  Christmas 
FRIDAY 7 AM   Open Intention  
SAT  7 AM        Open Intention   

 
2nd Collection will be for: 

Maintenance 
Last Week’s Collections: 
1st Collection: $3,739.00 

Retired Religious:$1,207.00 
Holy Days SVDP : $843.00 

Christmas Flowers: $601.00 

565 County Street, New Bedford, MA 02740 

Parish Office/Rectory Address: 110 Summer Street, 

New Bedford, MA 02740 

Tel: 508-992-4251 • Fax: 508-984-4136 

Office Hours M-F 8:30 AM– 12:30 PM 

E-Mail: stloffice@saintlawrencemartyr.com 

Website: www.saintlawrencemartyr.com 

Rev. Robert Powell, Administrator 

Melissa Kucharski, Administrative Assistant  

Frances Gorman, Music Director 

George Lavoie, Sacristan 

St. Vincent DePaul Society-President 

Joe Langlois-508-996-3850 

Readings for the Week of December 21, 2014 
 

Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-
38 
 
Monday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/Lk 1:46-56 
 
Tuesday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Lk 1:57-66 
 
Wednesday: Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Lk 1:67-
79 
 
Wednesday 4 PM Vigil: Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 
 
Christmas 8 am: Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 
 
Christmas 11AM: Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 
 
Friday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Mt 10:17-22 
 
Saturday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
 
Next Sunday: Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3 or Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Heb  
 
11:8, 11-12, 17-19 or Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Lk 2:22-40 or 
2:22, 39-  
 

 

WEEKEND 

 LITURGIES 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 

Sunday: 8:00 AM & 

11:00 AM 

WEEKDAY 

LITURGIES 
Monday - Saturday 

 7:00 AM 

Handicapped Accessible 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturdays: 3:15-3: 45 
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ST. LAWRENCE PARISH NEWS AND  
THINGS OF INTEREST 

 

Schedule for Christmas Eve/Christmas Day New Year's Eve 

& New Year’s Day 

 

12/24– Christmas Eve– 7 Am Mass/ 4 PM Vigil 

12/25– Christmas Day - 8 Am Mass /11 AM Mass 

12/31-New Year’s Eve– 7 Am Mass/4PM Vigil 

1/1/15– New Year’s Day -8 Am Mass /11 AM Mass 

 

Looking Ahead—St. Lawrence Church 

Coming in January– Pot Luck Supper—Details to Follow 

We will also be starting a 30 week club in the New year.  Please 

consider helping with these two events. Call the rectory  during 

business hours if your interested.  

 

Candles & Shrines 

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn from  

January 1-May 31st 2015 in Honor of  

Albert “ Bud” Fisher  
 

Anyone interested in having a candle burning in memory of a 

loved  one or a special intention we have forms available in the 

church or you may also call the rectory during business hours. 

The cost is $7.00 for 7 days and $14.00 for 14 days.  

Sacred Heart, St. Joseph, St. Teresa, St. Anthony, Blessed Virgin 

or Sanctuary Lamp (14 days only) 

 
Pro-Life Apostolate Essay Contest 

The annual essay contest will focus on the upcoming anniversary date 

of Roe Vs. Wade and Doe Vs. Bolton, the  

decisions which legalized abortion on demand inn this country. Our 

theme this year years is “Each of us is  

masterpiece of God's creation” which calls us to reflect on the value of 

every human life from the first moment of  

fertilization to natural death. Essay's will be grouped and judged in two 

categories according to grade level: Grades 6, 7 and 8 comprise the 

first category and Grades 9 through 12 comprise the second category. 

First prize winners will be awarded $150.00 cash and second prize will 

be $75.00 cash. Call parish Office for further information. Deadline for 

submission of entries is February 6, 2015 

 

The Catholic Tour 

A Very Special Pilgrimage to Fatima, Portugal. March 25-31 

2015. $1,399 per person (price is per person /double occupancy 

and includes mandatory airfare taxes and fees) For Further 

information call The Catholic Tour toll free at 1-877-627-4268 or 

email jimadair@thecatholictour.com  

Tel: 508-993-3547 Fax: 508-993-8277 
Email: cfelix@hfhn.org 

Principal: Cecilia M. Felix 

 
2015-2016 

Raffle Tuition Winner  

Catherine Whelan 

(She generously donated it back to HFHN to help 

deserving families) 

 

Mother & Son Bowling Event 

Sponsored by the PTO January 18, 2015 from 1:00

-3:00 Pm at  Wonder Bowl in New Bedford. Cost 

is $10.00 which includes shoes and bowling. 

Forms are available on website or at school.   

 

Calling all Young  Actors/Actresses 

Bishop Stand will be performing Bye Bye Birdie 

May 1-3 2015 and they are looking for young peo-

ple  to play members of the Sweet Apple Families 

as well as junior members of the Conrad Birdie 

fan Club! We will need 15 girls/boys from the 

ages of 8-13. Also needed is 1 young man age 9-

12 to play Kim MacAfee's brother. Auditions will 

be on  

December 12 from 3 to 5 Pm and will require 

singing and dancing. Rehearsals will be on Tues-

days and Thursdays. If you have any questions 

please call Melissa Murphy-Leit @ 508-996-5602 

ext. 482 or email  

mmurphy-leit@bishopstang.org  

 
For all other announcements for school events 

visit them online at www.hfhn.org 
Faith Formation and  
Religious Education 

Teresa Ouellette- Director- touellette@hfhn.org 
Carol Larkin—Secretary– clarkin@hfhn.org 

 
Dec. 21 ~ Class for all levels followed by Advent 
Family Mass at 11 AM.  Gifts for the poor of our 
community will be collected at Mass. 
 
Looking Ahead: 
Jan 4– First Class of the New year 

CIV retreat will be held on February 8 at St. 
Mary’s Church in New Bedford. 
 

Wishing you a Blessed Holiday Season! 



 

 

From the Desk of Fr. Powell 

 

Our Gospel for today reminds us that the feast of 

Christmas is just around the corner. Though Jesus’ 

birth took place over two thousand years ago, it is 

an event that should have a profound effect upon 

Christians today. In fact theologian and mystic 

Meister Eckhart, who lived in the middle ages, 

once wrote, “Jesus’ birth of the Virgin Mary hun-

dreds of years ago is of little consequence for me if 

that birth does not somehow involve me right now; 

if it does not somehow take place within me!” Here 

Eckhart is simply reflecting a long tradition going 

back to the early fathers of the Church. People like 

Clement & Origen of Alexandria, Augustine, Greg-

ory Nazianzan, Maximus the Confessor etc. Each 

in their own way spoke of the necessity of every 

Christian striving, in a spiritual way, to be like 

Mary as portrayed by Luke in our Gospel at her 

annunciation. Augustine writes. “Before Mary con-

ceived the Word in her womb, she conceived him in 

her heart.” We cannot give birth to Christ in our 

womb but we can give birth to him in our hearts. 

Each Christian is called upon to give birth to Jesus, 

to lend him in some way our humanity, so that he 

can be incarnated in our own flesh in a spiritual 

way.  This is precisely what St. Paul experienced 

when he wrote, “It is not now I who live but Christ 

who lives in me!”  The mystery of the Incarnation 

is meant to be, desires to be realized in each one of 

us. 

 

In today’s Gospel scene of the annunciation, St. 

Luke presents to us a living icon. It is no accident 

that many of the icons painted in the past and the 

present have been of this scene. But an icon is not 

meant to be admired from afar. Rather it is meant 

to draw us into the mystery and reality of what is 

only partially depicted outwardly. In this scene St. 

Luke presents Mary as a representative figure of 

the best of Israel but also as an image or mirror for 

every human being before God, every soul before 

its creator. God breaking through into Mary’s life 

is God breaking through into our own lives and her 

yes must become our yes.  

 

In this scene she is presented as virgin, spouse and 

mother. She is all three simultaneously before God. 

She never ceases to be all three before God 

throughout her entire life. Though she is all three in 

a singularly unique way, we too must strive to be all 

three before God but in a purely spiritual way. 

Spiritual virginity requires a space, a vacancy 

within our hearts reserved for God and God alone. 

Spiritual espousal requires a marriage between the 

soul and God born of intimacy and complete trust. 

Spiritual motherhood requires giving birth to new 

life in the world, to ever new forms of spiritual 

fruitfulness. As Jesus says in John’s Gospel, “You 

did not choose me but I chose you to go forth and 

bear abundant fruit.” To become like Mary in this 

way is entirely possible for us with God’s grace. In 

fact it is not only possible but necessary. 

 

And so my friends, to praise Mary is to strive to be 

like her for imitation is the highest form of praise. 

True devotion to Mary does not consist in raising 

her so high that she is beyond imitation No, true 

devotion to Mary consists of us striving to be like 

her spiritually as virgin, spouse and mother before 

God. Like her Let us strive to give birth to Jesus in 

our hearts, especially during this season of 

Christmas. 

Please Remember In Your Prayers the following :   
 

 Cecilia Felix,  Betty Tomko, Richard Riley, Helen Riding, Diane Letourneau, Thomas/Marion Wholley, Maria Ferreira,  
Aline Santos, Augusta Fernandes, Florence Marshall 

 
Please call the parish office if you know of someone in need of prayers. Names are printed only with consent. 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
Enlivened by the Holy Spirit and with appreciation for 
God’s gifts of time, talent, and treasure,  
we, the people of St. Lawrence, Martyr Parish, dedicate 
ourselves to bring the gospel message  
of Jesus Christ to the world through worship, education, 
and service. We give witness to our  

faith by reaching out to those in need 


