
 

 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
July 18, 2015-July 25, 2015 

(Sat at 4 pm thru Sat at 7am) 
 
SAT 4 PM  Ann E. Macdonald (D)  
SUN 8 AM         Judge John A. Tierney (D) 
SUN  11 AM      Patricia Harrington, RSM 

 MON 7 AM       Lucien Bourque  
TUES 7 AM       Open Intention  
 WED  7 AM      John A. Tierney– 2nd Month 
 FRI    7 AM     Helen Nader (D)  
 SAT 7 AM  Mary & Edward Lopes (D) 
   

2nd Collection will be for: 
Maintenance 

 
Last Week’s Collections: 

1st Collection: $2,719.00 
Maintenance: 1,002.00 

            
  

 

565 County Street, New Bedford, MA 02740 

Parish Office/Rectory Address: 110 Summer Street, 

New Bedford, MA 02740 

Tel: 508-992-4251 • Fax: 508-984-4136 

Office Hours M-F 8:30 AM– 12:30 PM 

E-Mail: stloffice@saintlawrencemartyr.com 

Website: www.saintlawrencemartyr.com 

Rev. Robert Powell, Administrator 

Melissa Kucharski, Administrative Assistant  

Frances Gorman, Music Director 

George Lavoie, Sacristan 

St. Vincent DePaul Society-President 

Joe Langlois-508-996-3850 

Readings for the Week of July 19, 2015 

 
Sunday: Jer 23:1-6/Eph 2:13-18/Mk 6:30-34 
 
Monday: Ex 14:5-18/Mt 12:38-42 
 
Tuesday: Ex 14:21--15:1/Mt 12:46-50 
 
Wednesday: Ex 16:1-5, 9-15/Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 
 
Friday: Ex 20:1-17/Mt 13:18-23 
 
Saturday: 2 Cor 4:7-15/Mt 20:20-28 
 
Next Sunday: 2 Kgs 4:42-44/Eph 4:1-6/Jn 6:1-15  
 

Novena in Honor of St. Theresa every Tuesday at 

6:50 AM 

 

Adoration on Fridays in the chapel from 7:30-

11:45 Am ending with a simple benediction 

 

WEEKEND 

 LITURGIES 
 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 

Sunday: 8:00 & 11:00 AM  

WEEKDAY 

LITURGIES 
Monday - Wednesday 

 7:00 AM 

Friday-Saturday 

7:00 AM 

Handicapped Accessible 

Kindly refrain  from Cell 

phone use during Mass 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays: 3:15-3: 45 
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ST. LAWRENCE PARISH NEWS AND  
THINGS OF INTEREST 

 

Visit from Immaculate Conception in Easton, MA 

Fr. Degagne and a group of 25 Parishioners from Immaculate 

Conception in Easton, MA  will be travelling to New Bedford to 

visit St. Anthony’s and St. Lawrence Sunday July 19th . The 

group is set to arrive at St. Lawrence at 2:15. We encourage our 

parishioners to welcome this group.  Fr. Degagne has prepared a 

short prayer service during the visit!  

 

St. Lawrence Food Pantry 

We are in need of canned fruit and toilet paper for the pantry and 

of course monetary donations are always accepted. We serve 70-

90 people in need in our community. We thank you for your 

continued support.  

 

St. Lawrence Annual BBQ 

Mark your Calendars! 

Our annual BBQ will be Sunday August 9th from 12 PM– 3 PM. 

There will be food, entertainments and games for all. We will 

need volunteers for set up and clean up.  We need volunteers 

from 9 Am-11Am and 3:00-4:00 PM. If you are available and 

would like to volunteer please Call Kathy Boucher at 508-997-

3019. Let’s get together and have a great parish event! 

 
Candles And Shrines 

If anyone is interested in having a candle burn in memory of a loved 

one or for a special intention. Candles are $7.00 for 7 days or $14.00 

for 14 days. The Sanctuary Lamp is only available for 14 days. Forms 

are available in the church or feel free to call the rectory during 

business hours  

 

 
Volunteers Needed– Horizons For Children 

Do you have 2 hours per week to play with young homeless children in 

one of our shelter-based play spaces in Brockton or Stoughton. Help a 

homeless child learn, play and thrive. For more information visit 

www.horizonschildren.org or call 508-510-3250 

 

2015 New Bedford Area Support Group 
This is a support group to help people cope with the loss of a loved 

one.  The basis of the group is to allow individuals to share their 

experiences, feelings, emotions with the others who are on the very 

same journey. The group will meet on Wednesday's at  6:30 pm at St. 

Mary’s Parish,  783 Dartmouth Street, Dartmouth. The Dates the  

group will run are  September 23-November 4, 2015. If you are 

interested please contact Beni Costa-Reedy at 508-992-7505  or email 

beni@stmarysdartmouth.org 

Tel: 508-993-3547 Fax: 508-993-8277 
Email: cfelix@hfhn.org 

Principal: Cecilia M. Felix 

 

2015-2016 Next School Year Announcement 

Pre 3, Pre 4 & K ice cream meet and greet will be 

Friday August 21 @ 6;30 PM. 

Our mandatory parent meeting will be on Monday 

August 24th  for parents Pre3– Gr 8 are requested 

to be attendance at 6:30 PM. Tuesday 8/25 is the 

GNNB Catholic School professional day– no 

School. School will start on Wednesday August 

26 , 2015 for Grades Pre 3-/Pre 4/K-8. bring a 

lunch, there is ex care and bring a smile as we be-

gin another year centering on becoming a cham-

pion for Christ. Opening School Mass at  

St. Lawrence to be held at 9:30 Am on September 

4,2015 
 

Faith Formation and  
Religious Education 

 
Teresa Ouellette- Director- touellette@hfhn.org 
Carol Larkin—Secretary– clarkin@hfhn.org  
 

Attention parents of children entering Grades K 

and 1 in the 2015-2016 school year: St. Lawrence 

Religious Education Program begins in Kindergar-

ten.  Forms for new students are available at the 

doors of church.  Please be sure you are a regis-

tered member of St. Lawrence Parish. Require-

ment for reception of First Communion is 2 years, 

that means attending Rel. Ed. classes in Grades 1 

& 2.  If your child was not baptized at St. Law-

rence, please send a copy of the Baptism Certifi-

cate with the Registration Form.  Thank you for 

your cooperation.  
 

Registration forms will be mailed to those families 

already in the program.  Please 

re-register at your earliest convenience.  Forms 

may be mailed or dropped in the basket at Mass. 
 

Students in CI, CII, CIII, & CIV may get 

started on your Confirmation Service require-

ments this summer.  Look for opportunities to 

volunteer in the community.  be sure to ask for 

documentation of your service from the Pro-

gram director or someone in charge. 
 



 

 

From the Desk of Fr. Powell 

 

Some years ago there was a special on TV about the 

Holocaust. In the program an important question was 

asked: What was missing from the Nazis’ makeup 

which enabled them to commit such brutal and inhu-

man atrocities? The answer that was given was: Em-

pathy which is a necessary element of compassion. 

Compassion is the decision to suffer with another. 

Empathy is the ability to enter into the sufferings of 

another, to put yourself into their shoes so to speak. 

The Nazis lack of empathy rendered them unable and 

unwilling to feel deeply the sufferings of others and to 

respond with genuine care and concern. It was their 

lack of compassionate empathy that enabled them to 

appreciate fine classical music yet treat their fellow 

human beings as vermin to be exterminated. Without 

compassionate empathy a person becomes inhuman 

and cut off from the feelings of those who suffer, ef-

fectively unable to put themselves into the situation of 

another. 

 

This is why Jeremiah in our first reading today rails 

against the secular and religious leaders of his day, 

claiming that they were not true shepherds of the peo-

ple. They lacked compassionate empathy towards the 

plight of their people and did not reach out with genu-

ine care and concern. In fact Jeremiah predicts that in 

the future God will raise up a true shepherd for the 

people. 

 

In our Gospel for today from Mark, Jesus is presented 

as God’s true shepherd who is able and willing to en-

ter into the feelings and sufferings of others; who is 

filled with compassionate empathy. In the Gospel 

story Jesus and his disciples have earned a well de-

served rest after their intense labors in ministering to 

the people. And so they decide to get away from the 

crowd in order to find some breathing space by getting 

into a boat and going to a lonely place where they 

could be by themselves. But the crowd follows them 

on foot and even arrives at the place ahead of them. 

What were the disciples’ reactions upon seeing the 

crowd? We are not told. But most likely they were 

tired and bewildered. How does Jesus react when he 

sees the crowd? Is he angry, upset and frustrated?  

 No because he understands what has driven them to go 

to such extremes in finding him. He can feel their 

desperation, their poverty, their neglect, and their 

physical and spiritual hungers. And he is willing to be 

inconvenienced by them. Compassionate empathy 

necessarily requires the willingness to be 

inconvenienced by another. When was the last time that 

you allowed the needs of another to inconvenience 

you? To be inconvenienced is to have our plans altered, 

our comfort disturbed, our point of view challenged, 

our prejudices exposed, and our lives turned upside 

down. Many years ago as a young priest I was the 

assistant director of the Newman Center which served 

the students at the University of Davis in California. 

We had a food pantry there and so quite frequently 

people would stop by in need of food. I found the 

constant interruptions of whatever I was working on in 

my office to be exasperating. My secretary and I would 

try to help them as quickly as possible so we could 

return to our office work. Finally I realized that I 

wasn’t seeing these “interruptions” as “opportunities” 

to listen to their stories. As I began to do so they ceased 

to be interruptions and became my fellow brothers and 

sisters in need. Many times I was deeply moved by their 

sufferings. 

 

As disciples of Jesus, the compassionate one, we too 

are called to compassionate empathy and to the 

inconvenience that is necessarily a part of it. As we 

continue this Mass let us ask the Lord to help us grow 

in compassionate empathy by removing all those 

obstacles within us which prevent us from being 

compassionate people. 

Please Remember In Your Prayers the following :   
 

 Cecilia Felix,  Betty Tomko,  Diane Letourneau, Thomas/Marion Wholley, Maria Ferreira,  
Aline Santos, Augusta Fernandes, Florence Marshall,  ES Martin, Steven Dacunha, 

Maureen Stewart, Ginger Lamoureux,   

 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
Enlivened by the Holy Spirit and with appreciation 
for God’s gifts of time, talent, and treasure,  
we, the people of St. Lawrence, Martyr Parish, dedi-
cate ourselves to bring the gospel message  
of Jesus Christ to the world through worship, educa-
tion, and service. We give witness to our  

faith by reaching out to those in need 


