565 County Street, New Bedford, MA 02740
Parish Office/Rectory Address: 110 Summer Street,
New Bedford, MA 02740
Tel: 508-992-4251 or 508-992-4505
Fax: 508-984-4136
Office Hours M-F 9:00AM-1:00 PM
E-Mail: stloffice@saintlawrencemartyr.com
Website: www.saintlawrencemartyr.com
Rev. Robert Powell, Pastor
Maurice Ouellette, Deacon
Melissa Kucharski, Administrative Assistant
Frances Gorman, Music Director 508-336-4367

WEEKEND
LITURGIES

WEEKDAY
LITURGIES
Monday - Wednesday

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM
Sunday: 8:00 & 11:00 AM

Friday-Saturday
7:00 AM
In Chapel

RECONCILIATION
Saturdays: 3:15-3:45

Readings for the Week of December 10, 2017
Sun: Is 40.1-5, 9-11/2 Pt 3:8-14, Mk1.1-8
Mon: Is 35:1-10 lk 5-17-26
Tues: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a, 12:1-6a 10ab
Lk1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47
Wed: Is 40:25-31 Mt 11:28-30
Fri: Is 48:17-19 Mt 11:16-19
Sat: Sir 48:1-4. 9-11 Mt 17-9a, 10-13
Next Sun: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11 1 1 Thes 6:16-24 Jn 1:68 19-28

Novena in Honor of St. Theresa every Tuesday
at 6:50 AM
Adoration on Fridays in the chapel from 7:30
AM-11:45 AM Ending with a simple benediction

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
December 9, 2017-December 16, 2017
(Sat at 4 pm thru Sat at 7 AM)
SAT 4 Pm
SUN 8 AM
SUN 11 AM
MON 7 AM
TUES 7 AM
WED 7 AM
FRI 7 AM
SAT 7AM

Protazio F. Brito -Month’s Mind
Leona M. Lavoie (D)
Anonio Arruda (D)
Open Intention
Ernestina Mendonca (D)
Open Intention
Robert W. Brunelle—Anniversary
Open Intention

2nd Collection will be for:
Retired Religious Support
Last Week’s Collections
1st Collection- $2,709.00
Parish Youth: $841.00
Monthly– Stipends: $1,542.00 Candles: $285.00

Handicapped Accessible
Kindly refrain from Cell
phone use during Mass
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ST. LAWRENCE PARISH NEWS AND
THINGS OF INTEREST
Faith Formation and
Religious Education
Teresa Ouellette- Director- touellette@hfhn.org
Carol Larkin—Secretary– clarkin@hfhn.org

December 10-Class Levels K-CII–
First Communion Enrollment
Family Mass at 11 Am
December 17– Class Levels K-CII
December 24– No Class—Blessed Christmas
Classes Resume January 7, 2018

Tel: 508-993-3547 Fax: 508-993-8277
Principal: Cecilia M. Felix Email: cfelix@hfhn.org
V principal: Beth Mahoney Email: bmahoney@hfhn.org

Retired Religious Fund
This weekend’s second collection is to help
religious communities. Your generous contribution
helps us to care for our sisters and enables our
younger sisters to continue in active ministry. Your
gift in today’s collection helps to provide
medications, nursing care and more for thousands
of senior sisters, brothers and religious order
priests. It also helps to ensure younger members
can continue the good works for their elders
Sacred heart Candle will be burning
from 12/17-12/24 2017
In memory of
John “nui nui” Gonsalves”
If anyone is interested in having a candle burn in memory of a
loved one or for a special intention. Candles are $7.00 for 7
days or $14.00 for 14 days. The Sanctuary Lamp is only
available for 14 days. Forms are available in the church or feel
free to call and stop by the rectory during business hours

Our Annual Christmas Pageant will
be on December 17th at 3PM at
St. Lawrence Church. All are
Welcome to attend!

We will also be drawing our
Annual tuition Jackpot Raffle winner . Tickets are $20.00 each. You
Still have time to purchase!

Pro Life Apostolate is Sponsoring
An Essay Contest
On the upcoming anniversary of the Roe vs. Wade and Doe Vs.
Bolton the decisions which legalized abortion on demand in this
country . Our theme this year is “Be Not Afraid” which calls us to
reflect on the constant presence of Jesus in our lives through
whatever storms or trials we have to face. “We Are not Alone”
Essays will be grouped and judged in two categories according
to grade level. Grades 6, 7 and 8 comprise of the first category
and grades 9-12 comprise the 2nd category. First prize winners
will be awarded $150.00 cash and second price will be $75.00
cash, Deadline for submission is February 18, 2018

The Music Man

Bishop Stand Theatre Company presents The Music Man
Extended Care For Holiday Break
auditions on December 21 from 3 Pm– 4;30 Pm. 500
We will be offering full day extended care
Slocum Rd. Dartmouth. They are looking for 3 children to
from 6:30 Am– 5:30 PM on December 22, 26,
play roles in the production. 1 boy between 6-10 and 2 girls
27, 28, 29 and January 2nd. $40.00 per day.
If you have any questions please call Cheryl ranging from 6-11. Use the Google form to register:
https://goo.gl/forms/U3jjtPDPSKKKAWBC2
Cabral at 508-993-34547

Please Remember In Your Prayers the following :

Baby Owen James Anderson, Mary-Lyn Riding Peter McCoy, L.A. Moniz, Mr.& Mrs. Gerald Riding,
John Murphy, Mr. & Mrs. Richard Riley, Dorothy “Dot” Curry, Jeanne Pichette, Betty Tomko,
Mr.& Mrs. Tom Wholley, Maria Ferreira, Augusta Fernandes, Steven Dacunha, Maureen Stewart,
Corrine Lebeau, Nativa Hoyle, Peter Debarros, Kathy Amaral, Tom Welch, Nick LaRoca, Dorothy Cabral

From the Desk of Fr. Powell
Our first and third readings for today use the metaphor
of road building to talk about preparing for God’s
coming into our lives. We are all well aware of our
need for good roads in order to get anywhere in a reasonable amount of time. Road construction makes all
of us very conscious of our need for good open roads
and what can happen when these roads deteriorate and
are fully or partially blocked.

smoothing, straightening and maintaining, so must we in
our relationship with God. How do we build such a
highway for our God who desires to come into our lives,
especially at Christmas? Are there hills of pride and arrogance that need leveling? Are there valleys of guilt,
shame and sloth that need filling in? Is the crookedness
of our sins in need of being made straight? Are the rough
spots of unkindness in need of smoothing out? How well
maintained is the road that is our life? And how closely
does our road resemble the road that Jesus is for us and
with us? He is the royal road that God has built toward
us and the road that we must build with Christ toward
God. This is what St. Paul meant when he wrote, “It is
no longer I who lives but Christ who lives in me.” As we
move deeper into the season of Advent, let us build with
Christ a highway to our God.

Our first reading was written during the exile of the
Jewish leadership in Babylon. Good roads were hard
to come by during that time. The Gospel reading for
today was written during the height of the Roman Empire. As every student of history knows and as everyone who has traveled in Europe and around the Medi- ______________________________________________
terranean can still see firsthand, the Romans were
Winter Raffle
great builders of roads. Roads held their empire together, spreading Roman civilization and the Pax 3 Prize Raffle—Tickets are $5.00 each or 3 for $10.00 Prizes
Romana across three continents. The object of Roman include a La-Z-Boy Recliner, Food basket with gift certificate
road building was to provide the shortest, easiest trip,
and Treasure chest of Toys Stay tuned-tickets will be sold
and that required straight, level, smooth and constantly after masses. Drawing On January 7th during our annual
maintained roads over which their armies could move
Potluck Luncheon
swiftly. Their system of roads also enabled commerce
to flow easily as well as communication from Rome
itself throughout her vast empire. To look at a map of
Roman roads was to look at the veins of civilization,
the arteries of earthly power. Oftentimes in those days
a new road was built in honor of a famous person who
was to arrive in a Roman city. Even today we name
our streets, avenues and boulevards after important
people as a way of honoring them.
Given this background it is no wonder the writers of
our first and third readings decided to use a familiar
experience, road building, and apply it to preparing for
God’s coming into our lives, especially through the
person of the long awaited messiah. Just as road building requires careful sighting, surveying, leveling,

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
Enlivened by the Holy Spirit and with appreciation for
God’s gifts of time, talent, and treasure,
we, the people of St. Lawrence, Martyr Parish, dedicate
ourselves to bring the gospel message
of Jesus Christ to the world through worship, education,
and service. We give witness to our faith by reaching out
to those in need

Adopt a Family
In Keeping with the tradition , the
St. Nicholas fund here at HFHN will be helping families in need this
Christmas by providing a little
something to put under their trees. Please make your tax deductible donations to the St. Nicholas Fun by
December 21st.Donations may be made in memory of someone. Forms are available in church or at the
School! Thank you for your generosity

If you would like to advertise on our back cover the
cost is $25.00 for 4 consecutive weeks. Please call
508-992-4251 during business hours or email to
stlfin@saintlawrencemartyr.com

