565 County Street, New Bedford, MA 02740
Parish Office/Rectory Address: 110 Summer Street,
New Bedford, MA 02740
Tel: 508-992-4251 or 508-992-4505
Fax: 508-984-4136
Office Hours M-F 9:00AM-1:00 PM
E-Mail: stloffice@saintlawrencemartyr.com
Website: www.saintlawrencemartyr.com
Rev. Robert Powell, Pastor
Maurice Ouellette, Deacon
Melissa Kucharski, Administrative Assistant
Frances Gorman, Music Director 508-336-4367
St.VDP Society-Joe Langlois-President 508-996-3850

WEEKEND
LITURGIES

WEEKDAY
LITURGIES
Monday - Wednesday

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM
Sunday: 8:00 & 11:00 AM

Friday-Saturday
7:00 AM
In Chapel

RECONCILIATION
Saturdays: 3:15-3:45

Readings for the Week of February 11, 2018
Sun-: Lv 13:1-2, 44-46 1 Cor 10:31—11;1 Mk 1:4045
Mon– Jas 1:1-11 ,Mk8:11-13
Tues– Jas 1:12-18 ,Mk 8:14-21
Wed– Jl 2:12-18 2, Cor 5:20-6.2 Mk 6:1-6, 16-18
Fri– Is 5:8-12a Mk2:14-15
Sat– Is 58:9b-14 Lk 5:27-32
Next Sun– Gn 9:8-15 , 1 Pt 3:18-22, Mk1:12-15

Novena in Honor of St. Theresa every Tuesday
at 6:50 AM
Adoration on Fridays in the chapel from 7:30
AM-11:45 AM Ending with a simple benediction
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
February 10,2018– February 17,2018
(Sat 4 Pm thru Sat at 4 PM )
SAT 4 Pm
SUN 8 AM
SUN 11 AM
MON 10 AM
TUES 7 AM
WED 7 AM
WED 5:30 PM
FRI 7 AM
SAT 7AM

Open Intention
Ernestina Mendonca (D)
Open Intention
Open Intention
Abigail & John Finni (D)
Open Intention
In Memory of David Sosnowski
Open Intention
Open Intention
2nd Collection will be for:
Parish Youth

sixth Sunday
In
Ordinary Time

1st Collection: $2,006.50
Home Missions: $737.00

Handicapped Accessible
Kindly refrain from Cell

ST. LAWRENCE MARTYR PARISH BULLETIN
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time ( Year B Page 594) ……...…..…..…...……………..……….………………………………...February 11, 2018
VOLUME XVII………...…….…..….………..…...…….………...………….…………...….…....…........……………………. NUMBER 6

ST. LAWRENCE PARISH NEWS AND
THINGS OF INTEREST
Faith Formation and
Religious Education

Ash Wednesday is February 14th
Masses will be at 7 Am and 5:30 PM

Teresa Ouellette- Director- touellette@hfhn.org
Carol Larkin—Secretary– clarkin@hfhn.org

Please check your email for
announcements, reminders and
cancellation of class.
Feb 11 -Class K– Con2 Family Mass-11AM
followed by Mardi Gras Potluck luncheon in
school cafe.
Feb 18 -No Class but remember to attend

Mass this weekend.
Feb 25 -Class– K– Con2

Tel: 508-993-3547 Fax: 508-993-8277
Principal: Cecilia M. Felix Email: cfelix@hfhn.org
V principal: Beth Mahoney Email: bmahoney@hfhn.org

Father Powell will be offering a 5 Part
Series on all Mondays of lent Beginning on
Monday February 19 tat 7 Pm in The
Rectory. Please use the Parking lot
Entrance
Lenten Mission
St. Mary’s Parish, New Bedford
You are invited to St. Mary’s parish Tarklin Hill Road New
Bedford March 19-21 for 12 noon Mass and talks and a 7
Pm Mass and talk. Confessions will be 1/2 prior to Mass
Lenten Regulations 2018

Law of Feast
A. All adults (18 or older) are bound by the law of
feast up to the beginning of their 60th year
B. On days of fast, those bound by the law are
limited to a single full meal. This meal is meatless. Two
other meatless meals, sufficient to maintain strength, may
be take according to one’s needs., however, together those
two meals should not equal another full meal
Law of Abstinence
Winter Break will Be February 19-23
A. Those who are 14 years of age and older are
Extended Care will be Available February 2023 from 6:30 Am-5;30 PM for $40.00 per day. obliged to observe the law of abstinence
B. on days of abstinence, those bound by the law
Please pre-register by calling 508-993-3547
abstain from meat
C. On all Fridays in lent, abstinence is prescribed.
This, of course, includes Good Friday. Abstinence is also
prescribed on Ash Wednesday.
“The code of Canon law very aptly summarizes the
ecclesiastical discipline in Canon 1249. All members of
the Christian faithful in their own way are bound to do
Save The Date
penance in virtue of divine law; in order that all my be
The Laurel Tree Players Proudly Present
joined in a common observance of penance , penitential
Snoopy The Musical!
days are prescribed in which the Christina Faithful in a
Friday March 23– Sunday March 25th
special way pray, exercise works of piety and charity and
Tickets are $15.00 for adults and deny these selves by fulfilling their responsibilities more
faithfully and especially observing fast and abstinence”
$12.00 for Children & Seniors

Please Remember In Your Prayers the following :

Mary-Lyn Riding Peter McCoy, L.A. Moniz, Mr.& Mrs. Gerald Riding,
John Murphy, Mr. & Mrs. Richard Riley, Dorothy “Dot” Curry, Jeanne Pichette, Betty Tomko,
Mr.& Mrs. Tom Wholley, Maria Ferreira, Augusta Fernandes, Steven Dacunha, Maureen Stewart,
Corrine Lebeau, Nativa Hoyle, Peter Debarros, Kathy Amaral, Tom Welch, Nick LaRoca, Cliff Soucy, Joel Rivera

Infants who are not touched regularly and lovingly fail to
develop properly. Jesus wanted this man to know that he
was still love by God if not more so because he was afflicted with this terrible disease, cast out to suffer and die
The disease of Leprosy, which today is called Han- alone.
sen’s Disease, is mentioned in two of our readings for
today. In the Jewish world it was viewed as a terrible Have we not at some time in our lives experienced being
disease which meant a slow, agonizing death. If this an outcast, unwanted and unloved because of our race,
was not enough, it also meant being cast out from the sexual orientation, religion, color, ethnicity, lack of socommunity, from one’s family, living in caves outside cial standing or education? Remember when the AIDS
the cities and villages. One was cut off physically, epidemic erupted in the early eighties? Weren’t people
emotionally, spiritually and socially from others and with AIDS treated like the lepers of Jesus’ day? People
the support that they could give. It was seen as a pun- were afraid to touch them or touch anything they
ishment for sin.
touched, or even be near them. They were seen by some

From the Desk of Fr. Powell
6th Sunday -B-

The people of Jesus’ day knew that disease could
spread by touch. They did not understand the causes of
disease having no knowledge of germs and viruses.
But they knew that close contact could pass disease
from one person to another. This is why the Jewish
law forbade all contact or association with lepers.
This seems reasonable enough however it meant they
had to fend for themselves, forcing them to live in the
most primitive conditions, without any help, care or
protection. Do you remember the movie Ben Hur? It
illustrates the situation of lepers fairly accurately. It
was perhaps the most dreaded disease that could befall
a person.
This is what makes what Jesus does in the Gospel
story for today truly amazing if not shocking. He allows a leper to come near him, to speak with him, and
he dares to touch him. The onlookers must have been
horrified. The leper however must have felt comforted
knowing that at last someone cared enough to reach
out and touch him despite the risk of contagion. In
touching him Jesus risked becoming a leper himself
and at the same time rendered himself ritually impure
and a social outcast. Why would he do this? Well, how
can you communicate God’s compassionate love to
another human being without being willing to touch
them? Human touch is essential to our existence and
to out physical, emotional and spiritual development.

as being punished by God. The pain of AIDS was greatly
enhanced by the way they were treated by others.
Fortunately today Leprosy and AIDS can be arrested if
proper treatment is received, though not everyone has
access to such treatment. Not everyone in our world experiences God’s healing touch. It is our task, as followers
of Jesus, to be instruments of His compassionate, healing
touch to those most in need of it. Let us ask God for the
grace to be His hands reaching out to others.

“ What you are is God’s Gift to your,
What you become is your Gift to God”

A Lenten program is also available on line at:
Www.DynamicCatholic.com/SignUp
PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
Enlivened by the Holy Spirit and with appreciation for
God’s gifts of time, talent, and treasure,
we, the people of St. Lawrence, Martyr Parish, dedicate
ourselves to bring the gospel message
of Jesus Christ to the world through worship, education,
and service. We give witness to our faith by reaching out
to those in need

