565 County Street, New Bedford, MA 02740
Parish Office/Rectory Address: 110 Summer Street,
New Bedford, MA 02740
Tel: 508-992-4251 or 508-992-4505
Fax: 508-984-4136
Office Hours M-F 9:00AM-1:00 PM
E-Mail: stloffice@saintlawrencemartyr.com
Website: www.saintlawrencemartyr.com
Rev. Robert Powell, Pastor
Maurice Ouellette, Deacon
Melissa Kucharski, Administrative Assistant
Frances Gorman, Music Director 508-336-4367
St.VDP Society-Joe Langlois-President 508-996-3850

WEEKEND
LITURGIES

WEEKDAY
LITURGIES
Monday - Wednesday

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM
Sunday: 8:00 & 11:00 AM

Friday-Saturday
7:00 AM
In Chapel

RECONCILIATION
Saturdays: 3:15-3:45

Readings for the Week of February 4, 2018
Sun-Jb 7:1-4, 6-7 1 Cor 9:16-19,22-23
Mk1:29-31
Mon– 1 Kgs 8:1-7, 9-13 Mk6:53-56
Tues– 1 kgs 8:22-23, 27-30 Mk 7:1-13
Wed– 1 Kgs 11:4-13 Mk 7:24-30
Fri– 1 Kgs 11:29-32. 12-19 Mk7:31-37
Sat– 1 Kgs 12-26-32, 13-33-34 Mk8:1-10
Next Sun: Lv 13:1-2, 44-46 1 Cor 10:31—11;1 Mk
1:40-45

Novena in Honor of St. Theresa every Tuesday
at 6:50 AM
Adoration on Fridays in the chapel from 7:30
AM-11:45 AM Ending with a simple benediction

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
February 3, 2018– February 10,2018
(Sat 4 Pm thru Sat at 4 PM )
SAT 4 Pm
SUN 8 AM
SUN 11 AM
MON 10 AM
TUES 7 AM
WED 7 AM
FRI 7 AM
SAT 7AM
SAT 4PM

Fifth Sunday
In
Ordinary Time

Edmund & Aline Santos (D)
Richard & Loretta Moniz (D)
Open Intention
Open Intention
Open Intention
Mary Lillian Mello
Open Intention
Open Intention
Open Intention
2nd Collection will be for:
Home Missions Black & Indian
1st Collection: $3,077.00
Building Repairs: $1,438.00
Monthly Candles: $219.00
Monthly Stipends:$330.00

Handicapped Accessible
Kindly refrain from Cell
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ST. LAWRENCE PARISH NEWS AND
THINGS OF INTEREST
Faith Formation and
Religious Education
Teresa Ouellette- Director- touellette@hfhn.org
Carol Larkin—Secretary– clarkin@hfhn.org

Feb 4 Class K-Con 2 - Special speaker from Prolife Apostulate for Con 1 and 2 Parents invited to
attend.
Feb 11 Class K– Con2 Family Mass-11AM followed by Mardi Gras Potluck luncheon in school
cafe.
Feb 18 No Class but remember to attend Mass
this weekend.
Feb 25 Class– K– Con2

Join us on February 11, 2018 For Mardi Gras Potluck at
12 Noon. Remember we will have our
drawing for the Winter Raffle
Calling All Potential Captains
Its time Again for our
30 Week Club—Starting March 1, 2018

Tel: 508-993-3547 Fax: 508-993-8277
Principal: Cecilia M. Felix Email: cfelix@hfhn.org
V principal: Beth Mahoney Email: bmahoney@hfhn.org

To Miss Felix for the beautiful and
deserving article in SouthCoasttoday.com

This has been a successful fundraiser for the last few years
and we want to keep it going. A committee has formed, we
have some Captains but we need more. We are looking for 5
more Captains . Please call the rectory during business hours
or email stlfin@saintlawrencemartyr.com
Let’s keep this going!

Save The Date
Your invited to
The Women’s & Men’s Conference
At Stonehill College March 10,2018
The Theme of this year’s conference is
Be on Fire—Set the World on Fire.
The cost is $50.00 per person which includes lunch and the option
from CEU’s . Registration forms can be found on line at
www.fallriverdiocese.org or call your parish during business
hours and request a form

Save The Date
The Laurel Tree Players Proudly Present
Snoopy The Musical!
Friday March 23– Sunday March 25th
Tickets are $15.00 for adults and
$12.00 for Children & Seniors

Please Remember In Your Prayers the following :

Mary-Lyn Riding Peter McCoy, L.A. Moniz, Mr.& Mrs. Gerald Riding,
John Murphy, Mr. & Mrs. Richard Riley, Dorothy “Dot” Curry, Jeanne Pichette, Betty Tomko,
Mr.& Mrs. Tom Wholley, Maria Ferreira, Augusta Fernandes, Steven Dacunha, Maureen Stewart,
Corrine Lebeau, Nativa Hoyle, Peter Debarros, Kathy Amaral, Tom Welch, Nick LaRoca, Cliff Soucy, Joel Rivera

.From the Desk of Fr. Powell
In our first reading for today the main character, Job,
seems so pessimistic as he describes life as a drudgery
and misery, as filled with restlessness and sleeplessness. “Will this never end?” he exclaims. For him
times of happiness seem so fleeting while times of suffering & hardship seem to last forever. Well, at times
we do experience life as a burden thrust upon us, with
the days dragging on as we drag ourselves through
them. Yet when we are happy time seems to slip
through our fingers. We close our eyes for a moment
and years rush by.
At times we may wonder if we are merely the victims
of fate; pawns on some vast, cosmic chessboard;
brought into the game of life by a decision not our
own and dealt a hand over which we have no control.
Is there really a God out there who cares what happens
to each and every one of us? Who has not entertained
such questions when life turns an uncaring or even
terrifying force towards us? At such times it takes both
faith and courage to believe that God does indeed heal
the brokenhearted. Our Gospel today shows Jesus doing just that. He brings healing with a gentle touch and
with words of power. He sympathizes with our burdens because he has made them his own as well. He
lived at a time when his country was occupied by the
brutal Roman army. There was much misery around
him. His people were bowed low from carrying so
many burdens. He sought to lessen their burdens
whether physical, emotional or spiritual.
We might be tempted to wonder why God, whom Jesus endearingly called Abba, allows so much suffering
to afflict human life. Wasn’t this the question a young
girl asked Pope Francis recently as he visited the Philippines in an area where a typhoon had caused so
much devastation? Jesus does not really answer the
“why” question in the face of suffering (neither did the
Pope), but he does answer the “how” question. He
shows us how to deal with the suffering and tragedies
of life. He suggests that we approach those who suffer,
grasp their hands and help them up, thus healing the
brokenhearted and binding up their wounds. Suffering
can teach us to depend totally upon God and to reach
out with compassion to others who suffer.

We learn compassion from what we suffer. Just think
how bereft our world would be without people of compassion.
Today’s Gospel account is not only a story about healing
but also one that describes the power of God in Jesus
casting out the forces of evil in human hearts and replacing it with the power of God’s loving reign. We are indeed at war with the forces of evil and the battle is
fought within each person. We all have our “demons”,
those destructive forces known as the seven capital sins:
pride, anger, envy, gluttony, lust, avarice, and sloth.
These are the demons with which we struggle. Every evil
in the world can be traced back to one or more of these
forces. If we do not acknowledge these demons how can
we fight them and prevent them from holding sway over
us? Although the readings today begin with a cry of desperation from Job, they end on a note of triumph. The
suffering people come to Jesus and are healed and set
free from their demons. If, like them, we seek him out
and open ourselves to the power of his compassion, the
forces of evil in our lives can be driven out and the reign
of God established. This life, which at times is burdensome, also holds great promise for us who believe in Jesus and his Father of mercy, compassion, faithfulness
and love.

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
Enlivened by the Holy Spirit and with appreciation for
God’s gifts of time, talent, and treasure,
we, the people of St. Lawrence, Martyr Parish, dedicate
ourselves to bring the gospel message
of Jesus Christ to the world through worship, education,
and service. We give witness to our faith by reaching out
to those in need

Growing, Building,
Worshipping Together
St. Lawrence Martyr Church

Catholic Social Services is offering Free Debt Counseling and Housing Foreclosure counseling.
They have 3 locations and it's free. Call if your in Need
Fall River– 508-674-4681 New Bedford –508-997-7337 and Cape Cod– 508-771-6771

Do you like the new bulletins? Our new cost to print them is
$35.00 per week. We need your help , please consider
advertising on the back cover. Want to say Happy Birthday or a
Special Anniversary or Memorial for a loved one! The cost is
$25.00 for 4 consecutive weeks. Please call
508-992-4251 during business hours or email to
stlfin@saintlawrencemartyr.com

