565 County Street, New Bedford, MA 02740
Parish Office/Rectory Address: 110 Summer Street,
New Bedford, MA 02740
Tel: 508-992-4251 or 508-992-4505
Fax: 508-984-4136
Office Hours M-F 9:00AM-1:00 PM
E-Mail: stloffice@saintlawrencemartyr.com
Website: www.saintlawrencemartyr.com
Rev. Robert Powell, Pastor
Maurice Ouellette, Deacon
Melissa Kucharski, Administrative Assistant
Frances Gorman, Music Director 508-336-4367
St.VDP Society-Joe Langlois-President 508-996-3850

WEEKEND
LITURGIES

WEEKDAY
LITURGIES
Monday - Wednesday

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM
Sunday: 8:00 & 11:00 AM

Friday-Saturday
7:00 AM
In Chapel

RECONCILIATION

Readings for the Week of December 31, 2017
Sun: Is 60:1-6, EPH 3:2-3a, 5-6, Mt 2:1-12
Mon: Is 55:1-11 or 1 jn 5L1-9 Mk 1:7-11
Tues: 1 sm 1:9-20 Mk1:21-28
Wed: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20 Mk 1:29-39
Fri: 1 sm 8;4-7, 10-22a Mk 2;1-12
Sat: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19, 10: 1 Mk 2:13-17
Next Sun: 1 Sm 3:3b-10m19 1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20
Jn 1:35-42

Novena in Honor of St. Theresa every Tuesday
at 6:50 AM
Adoration on Fridays in the chapel from 7:30
AM-11:45 AM Ending with a simple benediction
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
January 5, 2018-January 13, 2018
(Fri 7 AM thru Sat at 7 AM)
FRI 7 AM
SAT 4 Pm
SUN 8 AM
SUN 11 AM
MON 10 AM
TUES 7 AM
WED 7 AM
FRI 7 AM
SAT 7AM

Richard Moniz– 1 year Anniversary
Open Intention
Get Well Amy Silveira
Antonia Arruda (D)
Open Intention
Open Intention
Open Intention
Ernestina Mendonca (D)
Open Intention
2nd Collection will be for:
Parish Youth
Monthly Stipends: $795.00
Candles: $364.00

Handicapped Accessible
Kindly refrain from Cell

ST. LAWRENCE MARTYR PARISH BULLETIN
The Epiphany of the Lord ( Year B Page 497) ……...…..…..…...……………..……….……………………………………….January 7, 2018
VOLUME XVII………...…….…..….………..…...…….………...………….…………...….…....…........………………….. NUMBER 1

ST. LAWRENCE PARISH NEWS AND
THINGS OF INTEREST
Faith Formation and
Religious Education
Teresa Ouellette- Director- touellette@hfhn.org
Carol Larkin—Secretary– clarkin@hfhn.org

January 7– Class and Epiphany Potluck Lunch
following 11 Am Mass

Tel: 508-993-3547 Fax: 508-993-8277
Principal: Cecilia M. Felix Email: cfelix@hfhn.org
V principal: Beth Mahoney Email: bmahoney@hfhn.org

Calendar Adjustment

Holy Family Holy Name will be adjusting our calendar to add a professional day on Tuesday,
January 16th, following the Martin Luther King
Holiday on Monday. This day will be used for
Responsive Classroom training, so that we can
more effectively use this approach in the coming
months. Please note that we will no longer have a
professional day on Monday, April 2, 2018

Catholic Schools Week is right around the corner
spread the Good News about HFHN…this is the
time for re-registration and to encourage family
and friends to register for the upcoming school
year. !!! Open House on SATURDAY!!! January
27 from 1:00- 3:30 then join us at the 4pm Mass at
St Lawrence.

This Sunday After 11 Am Mass. Come join us for some good
food and great company! Our winter raffle winners will be
selected during the pot luck but you do not have to be present to
win!

Thank you to DA Quinn and his office for the food
donations to our pantry and the donations of gifts
for our Annual giving tree

2018 Fall River Area Support Group
This support group will help people cope with the loss of a loved
one. The basis of the group is to allow individuals to share their
experiences, feeling, emotions with others who are on the same
journey. In sharing we often discover new ways of coping and
begin to discover new strength and hope. Dates for 2018 will be
Jan– 9th-Feb 20th , March 20th– May 1st, May 15th-June19th,
July 24th– Sept. 4th, Oct. 2nd– Nov13th. The group meets on
Tuesdays from 7 Pm– 9 Pm at the Catholic education Center 423
Highland Ave, fall River, MA . There is no fee to participate.
Parking is available adjacent to the building. If you are interested
I joining the group or would like more info please call 508-6782828 ext. 27 or
508-642-0583 or email: rsaraiva@dftrcs.org

Please Remember In Your Prayers the following :

Baby Owen James Anderson, Mary-Lyn Riding Peter McCoy, L.A. Moniz, Mr.& Mrs. Gerald Riding,
John Murphy, Mr. & Mrs. Richard Riley, Dorothy “Dot” Curry, Jeanne Pichette, Betty Tomko,
Mr.& Mrs. Tom Wholley, Maria Ferreira, Augusta Fernandes, Steven Dacunha, Maureen Stewart,
Corrine Lebeau, Nativa Hoyle, Peter Debarros, Kathy Amaral, Tom Welch, Nick LaRoca

From the Desk of Fr. Powell
The Epiphany of the Lord 2017
There once was a family that was drawing up their list
of who to give a Christmas gift to. The list was almost
complete when the youngest, a four year old daughter,
asked, “What gift are we going to give to God after all
He has given us with the gift of Jesus?” Well the older
children started giggling while mom and dad tried to
suppress a smile. But to the young daughter her question seemed quite logical in light of all she had been
told about the Jesus as the true gift of Christmas.
Children in their innocence have a way of raising the
most profound questions. Today’s feast of Epiphany, a
word that means manifestation, is all about God’s gift
of Jesus not just to Mary and Joseph or to the Jewish
people but to the whole world. The three wise men in
today’s Gospel story, who are not of the Jewish people, symbolize the universality of God’s gift. The three
wise men acknowledge Jesus as God’s gift of love to
the world by offering gifts of gold, frankincense and
myrrh expressing their faith in Jesus as their king, as
the Son of God and as the suffering servant of God
who gives his life out of love for us on the cross. The
wise men also offer Jesus the intangible gifts of their
faith in him, their devotion and their adoration. They
have traveled on a long and dangerous journey with
nothing but the light of faith to guide them.
Today we celebrate God’s manifestation of His love to
the whole world in and through Jesus. This is God’s
gift to us. But what is our gift to God in response?
What does one give to God who has everything? One
can only give the gift that God does not have. And
what might that gift be? The gift that God does not
have is the gift of ourselves, our whole self, holding
nothing back. As Jesus teaches we must love the Lord
with our whole mind, heart, strength, will and body
and love our neighbor as our self. This is the only gift
God wants from us and God can only receive it if we
give it freely, generously and lovingly. People give
gifts for all kinds of reasons. Some out of selfishness
in order to get something back.

Some out of obligation because they owe that person
something. But we give the gift of ourselves to God not
out of selfishness or a sense of duty but as a free response to God’s gift of Himself to us in Jesus. The
prophet Micah once wrote, “With what shall I come before the Lord? The Lord answered, ‘do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with your God.” The only gift that
we can give God is our love gift in response to God’s
love gift to us in Jesus. We see this response in the lives
of Mary and Joseph. They give the gift of themselves as
willing instruments in God’s loving plan of salvation.
They are willing to put aside their own plans for their
lives. This is why we honor them so at Christmas time.
Let us pray that like them we may hold nothing back of
ourselves or our plans from God. God gives of Himself
to us through Jesus and we respond by giving of ourselves back to God through Jesus. Jesus is the doorway
of this wonderful exchange of the human and the divine.
Alleluia!!!

See our back Cover for some great
photos of
The future of St. Lawrence Parish
PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
Enlivened by the Holy Spirit and with appreciation for
God’s gifts of time, talent, and treasure,
we, the people of St. Lawrence, Martyr Parish, dedicate
ourselves to bring the gospel message
of Jesus Christ to the world through worship, education,
and service. We give witness to our faith by reaching out
to those in need

